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If you would like to inform us about the events in your organisation, or wish to be sent occasional emails
detailing forthcoming events in Oxford, please email Vendi Jukić Buča to ocla@history.ox.ac.uk.
Oxford, April 202j.
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0SHBOJ[FE�CZ�$ISJTUJBO�4BIOFS�	0YGPSE
�BOE�.PMMZ�(SFFOF�	1SJODFUPO


8JUI�HFOFSPVT�TVQQPSU�GSPN�5IF�-VEXJH�'VOE�PG�/FX�$PMMFHF
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5IF�QVSQPTF�PG�UIJT�XPSLTIPQ�JT�UP�DPOWFOF�B�EJWFSTF�HSPVQ�PG�TDIPMBST�XPSLJOH�PO�

NPVOUBJOT�JO�EJGGFSFOU�BSFBT�BOE�QFSJPET��5IF�HPBM�JT�UP�QSFTFOU�QBTU�PS�POHPJOH�SFTFBSDI�BT�XFMM�BT�UP�
MFBSO�GSPN�POF�BOPUIFS�CZ�DPNQBSJOH�BOE�DPOUSBTUJOH�EJGGFSFOU�NPVOUBJOPVT�SFHJPOT�BOE�QFPQMFT�
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GPVOE�JO�MPXMBOET �

P 8IBU�LJOET�PG�QPMJUJFT�PGUFO�GPSNFE�JO�NPVOUBJOPVT�FOWJSPONFOUT 
P 5P�XIBU�FYUFOU�EJE�FNQJSFT�GBDF�EJGGJDVMUZ�JO�JNQPTJOH�UIFJS�BVUIPSJUZ�PO�NPVOUBJOT 
P 8IZ�EP�NPVOUBJOT�PGUFO�IBWF�EJTUJODUJWF�FUIOJD
�MJOHVJTUJD
�BOE�SFMJHJPVT�QSPGJMFT 
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�")FUFSPEPYZ"
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0WFSDPNF�5IFN��



7

���./,�- �(� �0�(.-

%BZ���	.BZ���

-PDBUJPO��4FNJOBS�3PPN
�5IJSE�'MPPS
�3BEDMJGGF�)VNBOJUJFT�#VJMEJOH
�8PPETUPDL�3PBE
�0YGPSE
�

09���((
�������������

.PMMZ�(SFFOF�	1SJODFUPO�6OJWFSTJUZ
�64"

A8IP�8BT�8IFSF �5IF�.PVOUBJOT
�UIF�1MBJOT�BOE�UIF�5SBOTJUJPO�UP�0UUPNBO�3VMF�JO�5IFTTBMZ�

�������������
"MFCBDIFX�#FMBZ�	%FCSF�#FSIBO�6OJWFSTJUZ
�&UIJPQJB


A 1BHBO �BOE�$ISJTUJBO�-BOETDBQFT�JO�UIF�$FOUSBM�)JHIMBOET�PG�&UIJPQJB�	D���UI�UP���UI�D��$&
��"O�
"SDIBFPMPHJDBM�BOE�)JTUPSJDBM�0WFSWJFX�

�������������
$PGGFF

�������������
4UFQIBOJF�+PZ�.BXTPO�	6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�-JTCPO
�1PSUVHBM


A5IF�'SFFEPN�PG�UIF�.PVOUBJOT��;POFT�PG�3FGVHF�BOE�1IJMJQQJOFT�&UIOPIJTUPSZ
�����������
�������������

-VODI
�������������

+FSFNZ�.VNGPSE�	#SPXO�6OJWFSTJUZ
�64"

A.PVOUBJOT�BOE�#PEJFT�JO�UIF�"OEFT��'SPN�"QV�UP�(FOPNF�

�������������
$PGGFF

������������
,BUIFSJOF�-FEGPSE�	"QQBMBDIJBO�4UBUF�6OJWFSTJUZ
�64"
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".&4�'BDVMUZ�#VJMEJOH
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Abd al-Malik’s reforms have become a hot topic of debate over the last two decades. The 
papyrologists’ insistence on granular history has punctured the grand narrative of abrupt state-

wide transformation, while historians have pointed out that Muawiya’s contribution to state 
formation was more substantial than current views of Abd al-Malik’s post-fitna changes allow. 

Agency is the missing link in the ongoing conversation. We often talk of ‘Abd al-Malik’s coinage 
reforms as if the caliph was personally responsible for planning and implementation on a grand 

scale. A focus on the role of the Marwanid chancery allows us to glimpse overlooked connections 
between chancery formularies (in the form of protocol texts) and the legends on the new aniconic 

coinage. This leads us to the view that it was the scribal class who took control of the institutions of 
state after the fitna. They crafted a set of texts across media that served as the new emblem of the 
Umayyad state and opened the way towards rapid monetization of exchange which enabled the 

caliphal administration to monitor, raise and distribute funds effectively.

5IF�'BDVMUZ�PG�"TJBO�BOE�.JEEMF�&BTUFSO�4UVEJFT�QSFTFOUT�
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22 May 2024, 5:15 pm, Corpus Christi College, The Auditorium

Speakers
Maximilien Durand
Director of the Department of Byzantine and Eastern Christian Art at the Louvre Museum

Jannic Durand
Emeritus Director of the Department of Works of Art at the Louvre Museum

Creating the Louvre’s New Department of Byzantine and Eastern Christian Art:
Issues and Challenges in a Turbulent World 

Discussant
Frédérique Duyrat
Director of Collections at the Ashmolean Museum

Convener
Olivier Delouis
Research Fellow in Byzantine Studies, Maison française d’Oxford & Campion Hall

A wine reception will follow

An Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research Special Lecture

A special Late Antique and Byzantine Seminar convened by Ine Jacobs (University College) and 
Ida Toth (Wolfson College)

With the support of All Souls, the Maison française d’Oxford, and the Oxford Centre for 
Byzantine Research 

Contact: olivier.delouis@campion.ox.ac.uk

Byzantine house, Paris 1889 
Exposition universelle © 
Gallica – BnF
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2024 Zernov Lecture

Dr Sebastian Brock FBA
(University of Oxford)

'The Ecumenical Journey of the Writings of St Isaac the Syrian’

Introduced by David G.K. Taylor (Associate Professor in Aramaic and Syriac, Wolfson College, 
Oxford)

Tuesday 14 May at 5 p.m., Maison française d’Oxford, 2-10 Norham Road, OX2 6SE

Sebastian Brock is a leading authority in the field of Syriac studies which he taught for many years 
in the University of Oxford, where he remains Emeritus (https://www.ames.ox.ac.uk/people/
sebastian-p-brock), and Fellow of the British Academy. He is widely recognised for his important 
work translating Syriac texts, especially those of 4th to 7th centuries, and making better known the 
mediating role of textual translation in late Antiquity, especially the cultural interface between 
Syriac and Greek. Among his many publications are The Luminous Eye: The Spiritual World Vision 
of St Ephrem (1985), The Wisdom of Isaac of Nineveh [Syriac-English] (Piscataway NJ, 2006), A 
Brief Outline of Syriac Literature (2nd edition 2011); The Bible in the Syriac Tradition (3rd edition 
2023); An Inventory of Syriac Texts Published from Manuscripts in the British Library (2020).  This 
lecture will explore the way in which the texts of the 7th century Isaac the Syrian form part of a 
multi-dimensional Christian heritage.  

The Zernov Lecture is an annual event hosted jointly by the House of St Gregory and St Macrina, 
the Fellowship of St Alban & St Sergius and the St Theosevia Centre for Christian Spirituality, 
charities working in the field of Eastern Christian studies. It honours the memory of the Orthodox 
theologian and worker for Christian unity, Nicolas Zernov (1898-1980), whose vision lay behind 
the founding of these charities. The charities are pleased to be collaborating for this lecture with 
the Maison française d’Oxford (https://www.mfo.ac.uk/), especially given the connections between 
the Paris School of Theology and Oxford which Zernov represented.

g4
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Mondays at 5 PM.
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The5 ���ms session can be accessed by logging in to5 ���'- with your .ox.ac.uk account and joining 
the5 group ‘Medieval History Research Seminar’ (team code rmppucs). �&.�,(�.#0�&3653)/5��(5/-�5 ."#-5 &#(%955
"..*-9II.��'-8'#�,)-) .8�)'I&I'��./*7$)#(Igozi�oihijo kl�m�jf�o�h�oh�imlikjl� hz
jf.",���8-%3*�Igmgigofhnmfkl>�)(.�2.�zm�zhh�#�zhhzi�zhh��ok��g�7om k7j oi7�j��7 �ln�nkh� ogz
hhzh�zhh�#�zhhzi�zhh�il�f�jk7ho�i7j��l7��f 7ijl�mfoonhk zhhzm�
If you have any difficulties please email:5medhistsem@history.ox.ac.uk
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Louise Rayne (Newcastle University) ‘Detecting Irrigation and Desertification in the 
Middle East and North Africa Since the Medieval Period’
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�(�,5�&7�."�, is Arabic for ‘Guide to Archaeology’ and has been chosen because Manara, in Egypt, refers,
to both the Lighthouse of Alexandria (the Pharos) and to minarets. This conveys the transition, and often 

continuity, covered by the chronological range of the material.
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‘The Last Statues of Antiquity’ database is from 4 May 2012 accessible to all and fully searchable, with over 
2600 individual entries. The database consists of the published evidence for statuary and inscribed statue bases
set up after AD 284, that were new, newly dedicated, or newly re-worked. This database was completed and 
made public in May 2012 (with only some minor revisions thereafter).

http://laststatues.classics.ox.ac.uk/kk
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The project maps the cult of saints as a system of beliefs and practices in its earliest and most fluid form, from 
its origins until around AD 700 (by which date most cult practices were firmly established): the evolution from
honouring the memory of martyrs, to their veneration as intercessors and miracle-workers; the different ways ffff
that saints were honoured and their help solicited; the devotion for relics, sacred sites and images; the miracles 
expected from the saints.
Central to the project is a searchable database, on which all the evidence for the cult of saints will be collected, 
presented (in its original languages and English translation), and succinctly discussed, whether in Armenian, 
Coptic, Georgian, Greek, Latin or Syriac.

http://cultofsaints.history.ox.ac.uk
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HEIR

The Historic Environment Image Resource

HEIR is an expanding, online searchable image archive maintained by the School of Archaeology Archive. Users 
will find thousands of images of the Classical and Byzantine worlds available for their use among its holdings. 
Many are unique to this collection, having been donated by historians and archaeologists, while others come from 
obsolete media held in the teaching collections of multiple university departments.

HEIR can be accessed at http://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk. Questions about how to use HEIR or cite its images, can be
addressed to heir@arch.ox.ac.uk. 

Left: HEIR Resource ID 36894, late 19th century view of the forum. Right: HEIR Resource ID 78974, Kariye Mosque: 
Enrolment for Taxation, exonarthex Bay 1, east lunette, 25 September 2010. Photo and copyright Daniel C Waugh.
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Endangered Archaeology in the Middle East and North Africa
Supported by the Arcadia Fund and the Cultural Protection Fund and based at the Universities of Oxford, 
Leicester, and Durham EAMENA was established in January 2015 to respond to the increasing threats to 
archaeological sites in the Middle East and North Africa. This project uses satellite imagery to rapidly record 
and make available information about archaeological sites and landscapes which are under threat.

EAMENA’s spatial database will provide the fundamental information for each site, including the level of risk 
and how each site relates to one another. It will be accessible to all heritage professionals and institutions with an 
interest and passion for the wonderfully rich and diverse archaeological heritage of the Middle East and North 
Africa. Not all damage and threats to the archaeology can be prevented, but they can be mitigated and so at 
the core of our project is the desire for excellence in heritage management. To this end, EAMENA works with 
relevant authorities on the ground to limit likely damage, share information and skills, strengthen networks 
and raise awareness. Fieldwork and outreach are essential components of the project and the EAMENA team 
will target investigations to the most threatened sites, visiting (where possible) to assess site conditions, make 
detailed records and liaise with national authorities to share data and findings.

http://eamena.arch.ox.ac.uk/




